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MIDDLE CREEK SEARCH AND RESCUE

K9 Teom - Expeclolions for

"Proper Core ond Hqndlinq of Dogs
Durinq Troinings, Seorches ond Public Evenls"

Hondling o seorch dog is different from hondling o pet dog. lt is your responsibility os o
hondler to ensure thot your dog is well rested, mentolly focused, sofe, ond not o
nuisonce to others. Your dog will do his or her best work under these conditions. This
hondout contoins guidelines for how io mointoin your dog's comfort ond security
during troinings, seorches ond "meet ond greet" public events.

Expeclotions for oll evenis:
. Moke sure your dog is eligible to ottend the event. Hondler ottendonce oI2

troinings without their dog, ond o successful MIDSAR Kg evoluotion ore necessory
to be eligible to ottend troining. Possession of the AKC Conine Good Citizen
(CGC) certificotion or o recognized theropy dog certificotion (e.9. Delto) is

necessory to ottend o public event. Puppies ond young dogs ore given o groce
period to otioin one of these certificotions, since they ore oge limited. They still
must hove o successful K9 evoluotion by MIDSAR to ottend. Possing the MIDSAR
operotionol certificotion test (level I or level 2) is necessory in order to otiend o
seorch. See K9 stondords, new hondler checklisi, or contoci o K9 officer if you
ore unsure obout your dog's stotus.

. Only ottend fhe event if your dog is in good physicol ond mentol heolth.
Troinings, seorches ond public evenis con be stressful to dogs. To gei the most
out of these evenis, ond to ensure thot your dog is the best ombossodor he or
she con be, ii is essentiol thot you leorn to recognize when your dog hos hod
enough, ond when they ore too fotigued or sick to ottend in the first ploce.

. Bring the following equipment/supplies with you: o hord-sided crote (e.9. Vori-
kennel), collor, leosh, woter, treots, cleon-up bogs.

. Disploys of oggression towords people or other onimols will NOT be toleroted. lt is

your job os o hondler to recognize your dog's limits, ond to keep your dog under
control.

. Hondlers ore required to inform ihe K9 officers if their dog bites o person or
onother dog, whether the bite occurs of o MIDSAR event or not.

Expeclolions ol troininqs/exercises:
You ond your dog should orrive of troining reody to work. Strive to moke the conditions
under which you troin os close to the conditions under which you will poriicipote in o
seorch.

. Hondler ottendonce of 2 troinings without the dog, ond o successful MIDSAR K9
evoluotion, ore necessory prerequisites for bringing your dog to troining.

r Hondlers without on operotionol dog ore permitted to bring ONE eligible dog to
troining.

o Hondlers with on operotionol dog moy bring one odditionol eligible dog to
troining (e.9. storting o pup os the operotionol dog neors retirement).
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. Dogs should be croted unless they ore involved in o troining exercise (working o
seorch problem or working on obedience) or ore being exercised to relieve
them selves. We hove found thot dogs thoi ore croied before ond ofter working
problems of troining hove the best focus ond drive.

. Dogs should be on o leosh unless working o seorch problem or working on off-
leosh obedience skills.

. Dogs should NOT be loose (in or out of o vehicle), or tied to vehicles, picnic
tobles, buildings, trees, etc.

Expectqlions of seorches:
On o seorch scene, emotions run very high ond dogs ore ottuned to this. This is where
good troining hobits con help you ond your dog to toke the experience in stride.
Seorch scenes con olso be unpredicioble, dongerous, chootic, ond filled with
individuols who ore not used io working with dogs. The stokes ore very high, ond fomily
members ore relying on us. We must corry ourselves with professionolism ond this
extends to how we hondle our dogs while in the stoging/recovery oreo.

. ONIY CERTIFIED DOGS (Level I or Level 2) ARE ALLOWED ON A SEARCH SCENE. All
other dogs must remoin of home.

. Dogs should be croied unless emborking on o tosk, returning from o tosk, or
being exercised to relieve them selves. This is for the dog's own comfort ond
sofety.

. Hondlers ore responsible for ensuring thot their dog is sofe, ond for moking
orrongements for core of their dog in the event thot they ore tosked out without
ihe dog. Bring food for your dog os you moy be of o seorch scene for on entire
operotionol period (8 or more hours).

. Dogs should NOT be loose (in or out of o vehicle), or tied to vehicles, picnic
tobles, buildings, trees, etc.

Expeclolions ol public evenls:
"Meet & Greet" public events include teom fundroisers, demonstrotions, "Hug o Tree"
progroms, porodes, festivols, etc. These events ore where our dog teom con oct os
greot ombossodors for MIDSAR. but they ore olso events which con be unpredicioble
ond stressful for your dog. We recognize thot not every seorch dog or dog-in-troining
will enjoy porticipoting in these events.

. A seorch dog in troining must hove o Conine Good Citizen or theropy dog
ceriificoiion (e.9. Delto) to ottend o public event. Puppies ond young dogs ore
given o groce period to ottoin these certificotions. since they ore oge limited.
They still must hove o successful K9 evoluoiion by MIDSAR to ottend. ln oddition,
MIDSAR members' certified theropy dogs who ore not troining for SAR ore
permitted to ottend o public event.

. Do NOT expect your dog to be oble to tolerote being petted ond "on show" for
more ihon 30 to 60 minutes oi o time. Give your dog frequent breoks by returning
them to their crote ofter providing them with on opportunity to relieve
themselves ond o drink of woter. lf your dog storts lo show signs of stress, reiurn
them to o crote for the duroiion of your time of the event or leove the eveni
oltogether.
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o Treot the event os on opportunity to proctice obedience (e.9. o long down-stoy,
obedient greeting of strongers, noise toleronce, working in the presence of
distroctions).

. Closely observe your dog of ALL times, including when you ore engoged in o
conversotion with o member of the public. Children, other dogs, ond vehicles
con oll be unpredictoble ond potentiolly stressful for your dog of this type of
event.

. Dogs must be on o short (e.g. 6 foot) leosh oi oll times during this type of event,
unless involved in o demonstrotion.

o Hondlers of dogs in troining or retired dogs ore expecied io identify their dogs os
such.

. Hondlers moy bring ONE dog to o public event, unless K9 officers gront
permission to bring on odditionol dog.

Pleose note: MIDSAR officers reserve the right to iell o hondler/dog teom to leove ony
MIDSAR teom evenf if these rules ore violoted or sofety becomes on issue.


